
► CAN SCHOOL DISTRICTS USE ESSER FUNDING TO PURCHASE

THE G2 SECURE SOLUTION?

The U.S. Department of Education created the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER)

Fund to distribute more than $190 billion that Congress provided for K-12 schools in three separate pandemic

relief bills. Reopening schools safely and promoting the health and safety of students and staff during the

pandemic are key priorities for these grants.

School or district personnel can easily make the case that G2 Secure will help them meet these goals. For

instance, K-12 leaders could use the solution's Visual Alerts component to notify students and staff about

possible exposure to COVID-19-and they could use the system to communicate instantly with emergency

first responders if someone needs urgent medical attention for an issue related to the pandemic.

There are precedents for school districts using ESSER funding to purchase emergency alert systems. In one

example, a California school district earmarked pandemic relief aid to make security upgrades in its schools.

However, K-12 leaders would be wise to check with their state education department first to make sure their

intended uses of ESSER funding are allowable expenditures under program rules.

► HOW DO SCHOOL DISTRICTS TAKE ADVANTAGE OF ESSER FUNDING?

There are three different pools of ESSER funding, each created by a different piece of legislation:

• The Coronavirus Aid, Relief
and Economic Security (CARES)
Act, passed on March 27, 2020,
provided $13.5 billion to the

original ESSER Fund.

• The Coronavirus Response and
Relief Supplemental Appropriations
Act (CRRSA), passed on Dec. 27,
2020, provided $54.3 billion in
supplemental funding, known as the

ESSER II fund.

• The American Rescue Plan
Act, passed on March 11, 2021,
provided $122. 7 billion in
additional funding, known as
the ESSER Ill fund.

School districts must apply to their state education department for this funding. States must use at least 90 percent of their ESSER money to make 

grants to local education agencies (LEAs) by formula, based on each district's Title I, Part A allocations. 

► WHAT IS THE TIMELINE FOR USING ESSER FUNDING?

School districts (LEAs) have until Sept. 30, 2022, to obligate original ESSER funding provided by the

CARES Act. They have until Sept. 30, 2023, to obligate ESSER II funding provided by the CR RSA. And they

have until Sept. 30, 2024, to obligate ESSER Ill funding provided by the ARP.
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